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"programme," if such it could be called, appears not to have
" excluded Asquith, but on the contrary to have proceeded on the
basis that in any division of offices between Liberals and Unionists
his supersession as Prime Minister should be ruled out. .So Mr. Lloyd
George assured him, and his position at this time was such that the
idea of excluding him from a combination which looked to the
support of the House of Commons could not have occurred to any
practical politician.1
In his Memories and Reflections Asquith has left one brief record
of the scene from within :
"Much documentary material was provided for the conference on
the subject of the working of bicameral systems in other countries, and
of the referendum and pther plebiscitary expedients. The feasibility of
a joint session of the two Chambers in cases of difference between them,
and if so under what conditions, was also a topic which was fully con-
sidered. The conference heard oral evidence from two, and according to
my memory only two, witnesses. One of them was Dr. Nicholas Murray
Butler, President of Columbia University in. the State of New York, a
conspicuous and distinguished figure in the educational and the political
life of the United States. The other was Mr. Fielding, who had
probably a longer experience than any man then living of the practical
working of the constitution of the Dominion of Canada and its Provinces.
He told us that in the course of his public life he had been at one time
continuously in office—Dominion and Provincial—for no less than
twenty-five years.
We should have been glad, if it had been possible, to have had first-
hand testimony from witnesses of equal authority as to the experience of
the States which form the Commonwealth of Australia, and whose
constitutional history presents several cases of conflict on critical matters
between the Upper and Lower Houses of the Legislature." (Memories
and Reflections, VoL I, pp, 200-1,)	^
A fuller account, which includes a memorandum addressed by
Lord Lansdowne to Mr. Balfour at the beginning of September, is
to be found in Lord Newton's Life of Lord Lansdowne.* The
Unionists proposed to divide legislation into three categories, ordin-
ary, financial, and constitutional, and stood out for separate con-
sideration and treatment of each category, the last being reserved
1 Evidence of Asquith's position at this time may be found in a letter written
to him by Mr. Haldane at the end of the Session of 1910 (30th June, 1910):
** Tte Session is over and it is possible to take stock.   One thing is very daar.
personal position is very distinctly strengthened. Both in the Cabinet and in
»piBaat and in the country this is noticeably so. Moreover, if anything happened
* '£4to Ministry would at once break up.   So that, both from a personal-point
? ,«$& as regards work done, I think you have every reason to look back with
"   \ on the months just passed away."

